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Plugged In: | Know What You Did Last Summer

By T.J. DeGroat September 18, 2012

This piece originally appeared on the WaPo Labs Blog. WaPo Labs is the digital team at the Washington Post Company focused on innovation and

experimenting with emerging technologies.

As a fan of the increasingly popular tech sabbath concept, I had lofty ideas about making my recent trip to Mexico an unplugged excursion.

It would be epic, I thought while making my final, pre-vacation preparations. For once I would roll through airport security without frantically filling a
bin with my iProducts. I would sip my cafe de olla peacefully while flipping through the pages — yes, pages! — of a magazine. I would meander through
an unknown neighborhood and stumble upon hidden gems without prior knowledge of their online reputations. I would be completely present in each
moment.

Yeah, right.

As romantic as the idea of disconnecting is, I just couldn’t do it. It's 2012 and I need my iPhone at all times, okay?

From the taxi app I used to get to the airport on time to the websites I relied on to find and vet potential dining options, I turned to my prodigious

smartphone every step of the way.
I regularly fired up my go-to trio of apps — Foursquare, Twitter, and Facebook — to obnoxiously share photos of turquoise water and hip cafes with the
friends, family, and coworkers stuck at home. After all, I spent all summer jealously swiping through their photo albums; it was my turn to post status

updates from a balcony overlooking the ocean.

The truth? I even took a peek at my work email once my trip reached its halfway point. Because, really, it seemed better to quickly get a sense of what’s

going on back at the office than to come home to a completely overwhelming inbox, battling the stress of the unknown.

Could I survive for eight days without technology? Of course. And as recent articles note, there are obvious benefits to doing so. But for every feature

story urging people to unplug while on vacation, there’s another touting the latest batch of travel apps that will change their lives.

So while I may not have experienced the benefits of a digital detox, I enjoyed the perks of crowdsourced restaurant recommendations, on-demand car

service, and GPS-aided exploration.

And, best of all, I enjoyed the satisfaction of reading comments from jealous friends simultaneously loving and hating my photos of blue skies and bluer

water.

It’s what vacation 2.0 is all about.
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Higher Education:
Why It Matters, How You Can Prepare

recent study of black parents
A found that nearly all of them

consider a college education
key to future success. But a lack of
information about paying for higher
education has created a gap between
aspiration and realization, especially
for black and Latino families.

The study of black students and
parents in five cities, conducted by
the United Negro College Fund
(UNCEF)’s Patterson Institute, found
that 99 percent of black families
believe a college education is an
important part of success in life.
But almost half of the parents could
not name a single source of finan-
cial aid and 70 percent of students
indicated they wanted to receive
financial-aid information earlier in
their high-school years.

“The unfortunate effect of that
gap is preventing many thousands
of high-aspiring kids from those
communities from going on to col-
lege because there is this perception
that college is out of reach,” says
Hugh Rosen, a spokesperson for
The Sallie Mae Fund.

The Knowledge Gap

Part of the problem is the way
information is being disseminated.
I¢’s important to reach out to under-
served communities through local
organizations, from churches to
grassroots groups. For example, a
California program run by Wells
Fargo, No. 17 on The 2006
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Diversitylnc Top 50 Companies for
Diversity list, arms mothers with
the knowledge they need to run
financial-education workshops for
their peers. The classes, held in
schools, churches and private
homes, are informal and relaxed.

In October, on the heels of the
UNCEF study, The Sallie Mae Fund
kicked off its campaign to improve
higher-education access among black
students by offering free “Paying for
College” workshops in community
centers and local schools.

“This work is about getting
knowledge out in ways these com-
munities would like to receive it,”
Rosen says.

Sallie Mae also announced a
commitment to renew its “American
Dream” scholarship program
with the UNCE, pledging to provide
a $500,000 grant for 2006-2007
academic-year scholarships. The
fund has made $2 million in schol-
arships available since 2003.

This work is an off-shoot of the
fund’s Project Access, a program
focused on providing information
and opportunities to underserved
populations. It was launched in
response to a 2002 Harris poll com-
missioned by The Sallie Mae Fund,
which found that families with the
lowest income levels had the least
amount of financial-aid information
at their disposal.

Of families that earned less
than $50,000 a year, about 60 per-
cent said they needed more infor-
mation about how to pay for col-
lege, compared with 37 percent of

Diversitylnc Magazine

families making $75,000 or more.
People of color, in particular, are
victims of a knowledge gap,
according to the survey. Two-thirds
of all black parents and 62 percent
of Latino parents surveyed said
they needed more information
about paying for their children’s
college education, compared with
44 percent of white parents.

Adding to the problem is the size
of the country’s unbanked popula-
tion. An estimated 10 percent of the
U.S. population does not use the
banking system. The problem
affects all lower-income Americans
but is most common among
Latinos. Only half of the nation’s 40
million Latinos have checking
accounts, according to the American
Bankers Association.

In a 2005 survey of New York
City Latinos, Charlotte, N.C.—based
Bank of America, No. 25 on The
2006 DiversityInc Top 50
Companies for Diversity list, found
that 34 percent hadn’t established a
relationship with a mainstream bank.

Many of the unbanked Latinos
are undocumented immigrants who
can't legally open an account. But
about half of undocumented resi-
dents come from Mexico, a country
that issues matricula consular cards,
which can be used to open bank
accounts in the United States.

Creating a Comadre
Culture
Knowledge about creating banking

relationships is increasing as
financial-services institutions con-
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Financial Literacy

tinue to roll out financial-literacy
initiatives. Particularly noteworthy
is San Francisco—based Wells Fargo’s
recent work in Southern California.
For the past few years, hundreds
of women who call themselves
“comadres” (Spanish for “comrades”
or “sisterhood”) have been attending

avo JOLOIA / NOLLvdLsN Tl

a series of five financial-literacy
classes organized by Wells Fargo
with the help of the Valley
Economic Development Center.

The classes were needed in the
small, immigrant-heavy city of
Pacoima in the San Fernando Valley,
where some people thought high-fee
check-cashing facilities were their
only option, says Wells Fargo
spokesperson Dolores Arredondo.

When the company opened a
branch in the community, it realized
that without education, few people
would walk through the doors. “We
had to go to them,” Arredondo says.

One of the most popular mod-
ules focuses on saving for kids™ col-
lege educations. “Once we got past
those initial banking issues, we got
into saving for your children’s educa-
tion,” Arredondo says.

“A lot of the comadres are now
experiencing their kids going to col-
lege, so there’s a huge emphasis on
saying it’s possible, our kids from
Pacoima can go to college if we pre-
pare,” says Gloria Lazalde, a former
Valley Economic Development
Center employee who continues to
help organize the comadres.

How to Save

How do they make college a reality
for their children? Before talking
about what to do, Diane Maloney, a
financial planner in Plainfield, IIL.,
likes to discuss what not to do. At
the top of her list, if it can be avoid-
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ed, is accumulating debt by way of
student loans, home-equity loans or
borrowing from retirement plans.

“If you've got a youngster in
their last semester of college and
there are no funds available, then a
small, short-term debt intended to
be paid off as soon as possible may
be the only way to go,” she says.
But “starting life as a student going
into the working world with a lot of
debt is a really bad idea.”

Both Maloney and James Suh,
regional sales manager, Wells Fargo
Private Client Services, are less
enthusiastic about UGMA
(Uniform Gift to Minors Act) or
UTMA (Uniform Transfers to
Minors Act) accounts. They are cre-
ated in the child’s name with the

parent acting as the guardian—until
the child reaches the age of maturi-
ty, which is set by state law and
ranges from 18 to 21. Then, the
child controls the money.

“Some 18- or 21-year-olds are
not ready for that responsibility,”
Suh says. Maloney agrees, mention-
ing one student she knows who
blew his entire savings on gambling
boats in one night.

Especially when advising middle-
or lower-class families, Suh advises
that people “save as much as you can
without it causing stress. I always
tell clients to have a balance.”

If parents can't afford to set aside
much money, don’t stress. There are
options available.

In addition to various federal

HOW TO PAY FOR COLLEGE

Financial experts agree that college never is out of reach if parents and
students start saving early enough and students remain realistic about

their options. Here are their tips:

o State-sponsored 529 college-savings plans, the best option, puts
parents in control of the money. Tax-deferred and tax-exempt when
used to pay for qualified higher-education expenses.

e Education savings accounts (formerly called education IRAs) are sim-
ilar to 529 accounts but the maximum annual contribution is $2,000,

compared with $11,000 for a 529.

e UGMA and UTMA accounts give students control of the accumulated
savings once they’ve reached the age of maturity (from 18 to 21,

depending on the state).

e Federal Stafford loans provide up to $18,500 a year and Perkins loans
up to $4,000 for undergraduate students and $6,000 for graduate students.

e Pell grants, which do not have to be repaid, range from $400 to $4,050.

o Start investigating scholarship options early by obtaining a copy of

your high school’s awards listings.

e Accumulate debt through student loans only when out of other options.

Source: www.savingforcollege.com

Financial Literacy

student-aid possibilities (see chart),
students can take advantage of
work-study programs. Ambitious
undergraduates sometimes can
accelerate their college experience
by completing a degree in three
years instead of the typical four.

Scholarships remain an over-
looked option for many. Maloney
recommends that parents get a copy
of the list of their local high
school’s scholarship winners, which
typically is handed out at gradua-
tion ceremonies. “Get a hold of
that a couple of years before your
youngster is going to be a senior
and identify which might be possi-
ble,” she says.

Maloney also guides parents to
programs such as Dollars for
Scholars, a network of more than
1,200 grassroots community-based,
volunteer-driven scholarship foun-
dations located throughout the
United States. Last year, Dollars for
Scholars chapters awarded about
$29 million in scholarships to more
than 35,000 students.

“With enough lead time, you
can groom yourself to be acceptable
for an award. And don’t stop at
one,” she says.

Often, a combination of savings,
scholarships, grants and loans is
required, especially if a child wants
to attend a private university.

Whether parents start saving dur-
ing pregnancy or when those college
applications arrive, there’s always a
way to make higher education a real-
ity. And as other companies continue
improving the education of their
workers, education becomes an
increasingly important investment
for U.S. parents, Maloney says.

Adds Suh, “My dad used to tell
me knowledge is the one thing a
thief can't take away.”
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Best of Digg: January Comments

by T..). DeGroat on February 2, 2010 - 3:51am in Company

We all know that Digg is a fantastic resource for discovering the most interesting content the
Web has to offer. But just as entertaining as the submissions are the conversations the Digg
community builds around the news stories, funny images and quirky videos that hit the
homepage.

With that in mind, we've decided to spotlight a few of the comments from the past month that
have made us at Digg HQ laugh. All three of these are among January's 10 most-dugg
comments.

The most popular contribution of the month, with +2345 diggs at our last count, makes fun of
annoying celebs who we're equally impressed and disgusted by — in this case, Michael Cera.
User XYconfiguration (who, with just 17 comments since November 2005, goes for quality over
quantity) also provides prime fodder for other commenters — see user CaughtThinking's take on
Zooey Deschanel.

2345 diggs (@ )

Reply

X¥configuration What's that movie where Michael Gera plays a socially awkward teenager?

21 Rephes — bes

Also making us chuckle in January was this classic Digg switcheroo, with +1976 diggs at last
check. User sestraus, who pulls us in for an intriguing and seemingly serious story and flips the
script, leading to — where else? — a bad-ass comment-off (and the G-rated rap that probably
drove every parent on early-30s middle school students crazy). Yo homes, to Bel-Air!

w1976 dges (@ [0

sestraus Contestant #1
Basically, | was intendewed in Union Square Park for a show called *Show Me New York™, which would feature
New Yorkars of all walks of life talking about their favorita spots in the city. Awesome, right??7 | wasn't sure why
that show required a trivia quiz in the interview (maybe they didn't want anyone stupld on-air?), but | aced it, Afler
2 weeks of emails with the producers, | got my film date. My friend and | waited for a cab, which we were toki
would take us to Century 21 downlown, where we were going to film our segment. Excepl. when the cab pulled
up.....the obvious happened... The license plate said "Fresh” and it had dice in the mirror. If anything | could say
that this cab was rare, but | thought naa forget it, "yo homes, 1o Bel-Air!” | pulled up to a house about seven or
eight and | yelled io the cabby “Yo, homes, smell you later!” | looked at my kingdom- | was finally there, To setile
my threne o the prnce of Bel-Air

= 34 Replies — best has 1062 digg Reply

Hey. | see what you did there! Proving that the comments Diggers provide are as funny as the
much-loved stories The Onion submits, user dawnraid101 hits us with the pun factor in his 1565-
digg beauty. A tip o the hate and a very good gay to you, sir.

+1565 dogs (@ @

=9 Reples — best has B4 diggs Reply

Gay the pray away.

[ Tt

Props to all the users who make comments so much fun. As always, we welcome feedback, so
please hit us with your guestions or comments. You can contact us via email at
http://diga.com/contact or follow us on Twitter at http:/Awitter.com/diag community

Hasta pronto,
T
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FearNet: Victims Wanted

Today is an exciting day at CUBA -- and not just because Skittles and Twix have joined the regular
lineup of snacks in the kitchen. Today, Comcast marked Halloween by launching the much-talked-
about FearNet, a horror-themed multi-platform entertainment experience (forgive the verbosity
but that's the best way | can think of explaining it). A co-venture with Sony and Lionsgate, FearNet
has three parts: a video-on-demand channel, a website and a mobile offering.

It's the first of several multi-platform networks Comcast plans to launch and it's the first of many
similar partnerships GUBA plans to create. It's really exciting for us to see this product garner
major attention from the media.

Here's my quick schpeel about GUBA's part in FearNet: Visitors to FearNet.com can purchase horror
movies for rent or to own. The site is powered by GUBA’s co-branded online video store. Pricing is
the same as in our Premium Section: $0.99 for rentals and $4.99 to $9.99 for download-to-own
titles. We think the solution we provided to Comcast through FearNet.com is further validation of
the flexibility and robustness of our online video distribution capabilities -- bringing the
immediacy and ease-of-use of online video viewing to a new audience.

So check out FearNet! As of this morning, the most popular title seems to be "A Clockwork
Orange." Peep this:

A Clockwork Orange (1971)

Rating: UNRATED / Runtime: 02:17

BUY ITNow $9.99 & Buy |
Synopsis
The head of a gang of toughs, in an insensitive
futuristic society, is conditioned to become physically
ill at sex and violence during a prison sentence. When
he is released, he's brutally...

more

Actors
Malcolm Mc Dowell, Patrick Magee, Adrienne Corri,
Warren Clarke

Categories
Drama, Scifi - Fantasy, Action, Thriller, Horror
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Curators We Love: Jennifer Fader Scott

Jennifer Fader Scott describes herself as an “executive with an insatiable passion for information science, applied
neuroscience, communications arts with a side of jiu jitsu.” Among her biggest passions: promoting how technology
can help anyone become a happier, healthier person. That makes her the perfect person to curate a trove about the
quantified self movement.

77 Jennifer Fader Scott picked this in Quantified Self.

7 hours ago

How We Come To Know Ourselves In The Age Of
The Quantified Self

Gizmodo Australia
My grandmother recently had a pacemaker implanted. Major surgery and its
aftermath are frightening at any age, but for a 93-year-old and her family ...

Qrick in Quantified Self - BiShare ¥ Tweet

This Californian knows her stuff: Bay Area PBS station KQED recently featured Jennifer in a documentary about the
digital health revolution titled Future of You, in which she described the movement as “knowing yourself through
numbers.” She went on: “It can reveal some patterns that you would never recognize otherwise. It sounds anecdotal,
but if you track it every day and then you see the numbers you can see causality.”

Future of You Promo-Traile

“I became truly addicted to the quantified self movement a few years ago when | was one of the first people to own a
Nike FuelBand,” she said via email. “Since then, I've started to track activities, heart rate, heart rate variability, sleep,
and more. |t's been a journey of self-discovery through numbers.”

And luckily for the Trove community, Jennifer is passionate about sharing those discoveries. “The quantified self
movement has changed my life,” she said, “so | enjoy curating the best news | can find as a way to share my love of
the topic.”

Ready to join her? Just follow these simple instructions to create your own trove. And feel free to contact us with any
questions.

o Tweet JANUARY 30, 2015 (7:55 AM)

B vetascienceblog likes this

troveblog posted this

© 2015 TROVE POLICIES CAREERS
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The Big Story: Supreme Court Takes on Same-
Sex Marriage

© Social Reader Editors, The Big Story by WaPo Labs Editors 135 weeks ago

Whether you're for or against same-sex marriage, you should pay attention to the
Supreme Court this spring, when the nine justices take on two pivotal cases, both
of which could have a sweeping impact on the definition of marriage in the United
States. The first set of briefs in the cases — which involve California’s Proposition 8
and the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) — were filed last month, and additional
filings are due next week. As the high court prepares to consider the
constitutionality of same-sex marriage, catch up on what's at stake and how
Americans view the issue in 2013.

Public opinion of same-sex marriage in the United States has changed
dramatically in recent years: In a December USA Today/Gallup poll, 53 percent of
Americans said gay couples should have the same marriage rights as straight
couples — nearly twice the percentage who said so in 1996. Don't expect that shift
to reverse, either. A massive 73 percent of the 18- to 29-year-olds who were polled
said they support same-sex marriage. Data from a Washington Post-ABC News poll
on the question of marriage equality also shows how opinions have changed since
2004:

Gay marriage support on the rise

Should it be legal or illegal for goy and lesbian couples to get married? (vearly averoges)

755 —o—Legal —o—|llegal
59% o
49%
50% 53%
42%
I 46%
37% 36%
25%
0%

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Yearly averages of Washington Post polls with ABC News and other partners. 2009 "gay and
lesbian” and "homosexual” half sampled, 2006 and previous "homosexual”,

The president’s view of gay marriage has evolved, as well. During his 2004 U.S.
Senate campaign, he defined marriage as being “between a man and a woman.”
Eight years later, in a potentially risky pre-election move, he used a TV interview to
publicly come out in support of full marriage rights for gay couples. More recently,
he highlighted gay rights in his inaugural address and this week’s State of the
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Union.

High-profile wins for supporters of gay marriage in last year's general election
marked a major shift: After more than 30 losses at the ballot box, voters in Maine,
Maryland and Washington approved gay marriage, marking the first time the feat
was achieved at the polls. The same day, Minnesota rejected a constitutional
amendment banning gay unions.

Same-sex marriage is legal in six other states — Connecticut, lowa, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, New York and Vermont — in addition to the District of Columbia.
Activists in other states, including lllinois, are aiming to make legislative gains this
year. Outside the United States, gay and lesbian couples can tie the knotin 11
countries on four continents and in some other major jurisdictions, such as Mexico
City.

The Supreme Court will hear two cases during two consecutive days of
arguments in late March: Hollingsworth v. Perry, better known as the Prop 8 case,
involves California’s constitutional amendment prohibiting same-sex marriage. The
other case, United States v. Windsor, is one of several legal efforts to abolish
DOMA, which denies legally married same-sex couples the federal benefits
available to their heterosexual counterparts.

(Getty Images)

Hollingsworth v. Perry gets at the constitutionality of California voters banning
same-sex marriage by referendum in 2008 after the state Supreme Court had
legalized it earlier that year. The case is being argued by a somewhat surprising
duo: David Boies and Ted Olson, foes in the famous Bush v. Gore showdown, but
allies in the effort to overturn California’s ban.

The DOMA case centers around Edie Windsor and Thea Spyer, who were together
for 30 years before registering as domestic partners in 1993. The couple married in
Canada in 2007, just two years before Spyer died. While their home state of New
York recognized their marriage, Windsor lacked spousal rights under federal law
and was ordered to pay $363,053 in estate taxes.

The court’s decisions could have a wide-reaching impact on marriage rights: A
decision that Prop 8 is unconstitutional could create two possible outcomes. A
narrow ruling upholding the lower court's decision would clear the way for same-
sex marriage to resume in California. A broader decision proclaiming that all bans
against gay marriage violate the U.S. Constitution would force all states to extend
marriage rights to same-sex couples. Alternatively, the justices could let Prop 8
stand, overturning the lower court’s ruling. It's also possible that the justices will
essentially punt, disposing of the case on procedural grounds.

DOMA is a complicated case with more jurisdictional issues for the justices to
consider. Assuming they don't dismiss the case on those grounds, they could
uphold the section of DOMA under scrutiny, which would maintain the status quo
of denying federal benefits to legally married same-sex couples. Striking down
DOMA would pave the way for gay couples to receive federal benefits.

It could all come down to a single vote: As is often the case, the Supreme Court's



decision will likely depend on Justice Anthony Kennedy. Considered a moderate
conservative, Kennedy has authored important decisions expanding the rights of
gay people. But there is uncertainty about which way he'll go. “It may be that he
will see these cases as a chance for the Court-and for himself-to rise to the
challenge of history and write a new chapter in the long story of equality, " writes
Garrett Epps in The Atlantic. Yet there is no “clear sign” that he believes marriage
should be open to same-sex couples, adds Epps.

Hurry up and wait: The first briefs from supporters of Prop 8 and DOMA were filed
Jan. 22. The process continues throughout the next half-year:

Late February: Briefs will be filed by opponents of Prop 8 and DOMA.
Mid March: Final briefs will be filed.

March 26: Oral arguments in the Prop 8 case will be heard.

March 27: Arguments in the DOMA case will be heard.

Late June: Decisions in both cases are expected.

For both sides of the debate, the stakes are high: Emily Bazelon of Slate called
this “the civil rights issue of our generation” and noted that much is at risk,
“because when the Supreme Court gets the big stuff wrong, it can take a long time
to undo the damage.”

(Getty Images)

President Obama used his inaugural address to reinforce his support of equal
rights for gay and lesbian Americans, saying, “Our journey is not complete until our
gay brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else under the law, for if we are
truly created equal, then surely the love we commit to one another must be equal,

as well.”

In a brief urging the Supreme Court to uphold DOMA, the top three Republican
members of the House of Representatives — Speaker John Boehner, Majority
Leader Eric Cantor and Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy — said, “Judicially
constitutionalizing the issue of same-sex marriage is unwarranted as a matter of
sound social and political policy while the American people are so actively engaged
in working through this issue for themselves.”

The Washington Post's editorial board put it this way: “The court’s job is to
determine judges’ proper role in moving the country away from discrimination, not
to enshrine that discrimination in constitutional doctrine.”

Stay on top of the story by liking our same-sex marriage fan page, and let us know what
you think about the issue in the comments.
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If you'd rather not receive our weekly updates with exclusive contests, app updates and new
cities and hotels, just unsubscribe and you won't hear from us again.

Latest and Greatest from HotelTonight Your Credits:
$<<Total credit

Reason #67 to Use HotelTonight: Carmageddon balance>>

Another Round: Bars We Love

Rate Rewind: This Week's Big Discounts
You Like Us, But Do You Like Us?
User Spotlight: Road-Tripping the HT Way

Reason #67 to Use HotelTonight: Carmageddon

When we launched our original three markets, Hollywood was ground zero for our LA
offerings. Since then, we've spread like SARS. Our SoCal presence stretches from the
sand and sun in Santa Monica to the vibrant nightlife in downtown San Diego to the
family-friendly theme parks in Anaheim, our newest destination.

This expansion could prove particularly useful for Angelenos this weekend, when
Carmageddon strikes. For the unaware, a 10-mile stretch of one of the country's busiest
freeways, which cuts through the heart of the car-crazy city, is being closed for a major
overhaul. Ever been stuck on a busy city's streets when a gnarly accident blocked a lane
or two of the closest major freeway? Well, this will be way worse than that.

If you're an LA resident and you don't feel like spending the weekend trapped in your
pad, consider a last-minute staycation. Race to one of our hip Westside hotels before the
side streets lock up. Or, if you can beat closing time, book it out to Anaheim for some of
that Disney magic.

Of course, there's a chance the disruption will be minimal (denying voyeurs their moment

of gleeful schadenfreude). But if it takes some overhyped road work to prompt folks to be
more spontaneous, then Carmageddon FTW.

Another Round: Bars We Love

‘LA - * NEW ORLEANS - + SEATTLE -

MNMia 'Iﬁ‘.. Laveas |

Bar
Palihouse Holloway French Market Inn Pan Pacific Hotel
Hall Marie Laveau's Bar Lobby Bar
The lobby lounge, Hall, has If your ideal bar experience This downtown gem has two
become one of West includes sipping a sweet things we love: seasonal

Hollywood's go-to spots for cocktail on a velvet chaise, outdoor seating (yes, such a
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young Hollywood types and
well-traveled hotel guests to
unwind. It'll be an even bigger
draw now that well-known
New Zealand-born DJ Dan
Mancini has become the
hotel's resident lounge master
and beverage manager.

skip this hotel's tiny watering
hole. Named after New
Orleans' voodoo queen, Marie
Laveau, the intimate dive bar
is where guests can chat up
colorful locals with stories to
share. Raise a glass to the
queen.

Rate Rewind: This Week's Big Discounts

thing does exist in Seattle) and
a late-night happy hour.
Combined with the lobby's
sleek Japanese-inspired
design, featuring zebrawood
and limestone, and hip local
clientele, you've got a reason
to cheers.

Not compulsively checking our rates? Then you're missing out on some spectacular deals. Here
are just a few of the awesome discounts our users took advantage of during the past week.
Feeling spontaneous? Want in on the action? It just takes a tap to open up our app.

$95

Hip Denver Hotel
Booked at 1:12pm MDT

on 7/13/11 by N.B.

$121

Modern LA Hotel
Booked at 11:03 pm PDT

on 7/13/11 by L.K.

$79

Elegant Las Vegas Hotel
Booked at 12:32 pm PDT

on 7/11/11 by S.M.

$33

Basic Miami Hotel
Booked at 1:56 pm EDT

on 7/11/11/ by N.B.

You Like Us, But Do You Like Us?

HIP

MODERN

ELEGANT

BASIC

Similar to that whole tree-falling-in-a-forest deal, if you like HotelTonight without 'liking' us on Facebook,
do you really like us? To be safe, let's make it official. While you're at it, be sure to follow HotelTonight
on Twitter for opportunities to earn credits and info about rates that are too good to keep to ourselves.

But wait, there's more! We know you can’t book a hotel every night, so check out our Instagram pics for
travel inspiration when you need a fix. You can find tips we've gathered while researching our hotel
partners and their neighborhoods on our Foursquare page. YouTube is our go-to for sharing quick
demos and peeks behind the curtain. And for little of everything, peep our Tumblr, where we
(over)share like true children of the online age.

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Foursquare | YouTube | Tumblr

User Spotlight: Road-Tripping the HT Way
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Paul H. has the kind of spontaneous spirit we celebrate. A grad
student with the summer off, he hit the road on a cross-country
trip from NYC to LA. He's got bros in (nearly) every area code,
so finding places to crash was no big deal, until a couple of
weeks ago. Fearing he was wearing out his welcome on his
friend's air mattress, he jumped in his car and headed north
toward San Francisco. "Without any friends there to crash with, |
found myself lamenting the cost of hotel choices. Motel 6 for
$130?! No thanks," he wrote. "Luckily, a friend had told me
about HotelTonight, so | figured I'd give it a shot." The result?
"My first night | got a beautiful room at the Hotel Adagio and the
second night a similar room at the Galleria Park Hotel, and all for
under $115 per night!"

And it wasn't just a weekend fling. Paul was so sold on the Bay Area experience that, once back
in LA, he booked one of the suites at the Palihouse Holloway Hotel. Three times in one week?
Looks like this is getting serious.

Has HotelTonight helped you while on the go? If so, we'd love to hear about it. Reach out via
Twitter, Facebook or email (sleeptight@hoteltonight.com). We give $50 in HT credits to users
whose stories are used in the newsletter.

And remember, you can earn $25 in credits for every friend you invite to HT who books a room.
Just use your personal invite link:

http://www.hoteltonight.com/invite/<<Invite Code>>

|—| Book in the Moment.

Support  Privacy Policy Terms of Use We're Hiring Facebook Twitter

To make sure this goes to your inbox, just add sleeptight@hoteltonight.com to your address book. Forward to a friend!

Unsubscribe? Our computer tells us you've signed up to receive periodic HotelTonight announcements. But sometimes
computers are wrong. Sometimes they are evil. If you would not like to receive our electronic missives filled with fabulous deals
that could save you hundreds and hundreds of dollars on amazingly hip hotel rooms in the coolest cities throughout our great
states, just click here.

HotelTonight Inc., 144 Second St, 3rd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94105
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Prayers and tears at tonight's
‘ChapelHillShooting vigil: trov.es/1MerXiB
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Joan Rivers left specific (and fabulous)
instructions for her funeral: trov.es/\WhXLd9

When | die (and yes, Melissa, that day will come; and yes,
Melissa, everything’s in your name), | want my funeral to be a
huge showbiz affair with lights, cameras, action.... | want Craft
services, | want paparazzi and | want publicists making a scene! |
want it to be Hollywood all the way. | don't want some rabbi
rambling on; | want Meryl Streep crying, in five different accents. |
don't want a eulogy; | want Bobby Vinton to pick up my head and
sing “Mr. Lonely.” | want to look gorgeous, better dead than | do
alive. | want to be buried in a Valentino gown and | want Harry
Winston to make me a toe tag. And | want a wind machine so that
even in the casket my hair is blowing just like Beyoncé's.
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@ Trove added 4 new photos to the album: Ocean
Photographer Captures Life in the Sea.
April 4, 2013 - @

Photojournalist Brian Skerry has a pretty cool office. It's beautiful, quiet and
big -- like 70 percent of the Earth big. Smithsonian Magazine shares some
of Skerry's remarkable images: http://wapo.st/17g0Uft

s Like ¥ Comment # Share

372 people like this. Top Comments ~
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LATINO FAMILY STRUGGLES TO
EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION

n the neighborhood where

celebrated Mexican-

American labor leader
Cesar Chavez grew up, two
Latino parents are doing
whatever they can to ensure
that their children receive
the best education San Jose,
Calif., has to offer.

Like many of their com-
patriots, Cristina Ortiz and

her husband, Alberto, legal

U.S. residents since last year,

planned to return to their
native Mexico after spending
a few years working in the
United States. But once the
couple had their first child

44 | Diversitylne July/August 2006

16 years ago, their priorities shifted.

Cristina and her husband
stopped their schooling after the
equivalent of 10th grade.
Education, especially for women,
simply wasn’t a goal.

But Cristina, who works as a
restaurant server, and her husband,
a mechanic, have made their chil-
dren’s education a chief concern.

Because of the couple’s research
of San Jose’s educational options,
all three of the children—Karen,
15, Jennifer, 10, and Alberto, 7—
have claimed spots in alternartives
to traditional public schools.

Karen earned a scholarship to a
private high school—a must since
Cristina and her husband earn
about $40,000 a year. Karen, who
recently completed her sophomore
vear, had attended the local public
schools, but Cristina
realized her daughter
wasn't receiving the same
education as students in
San Jose’s wealthier
neighborhoods.

Jennifer just finished
her first year in a college-
preparatory public
school that students
attend six days a week
and one month every
summer. Cristina says
the new school's tr::u.hcrs
are much stricter than
those her daughrter had
in public school.

“It’s the best thing to
happen to me because I

BY T.J. DEGROAT

was afraid last year for Jennifer,”
Cristina says. “She was so distract-
ed and always forgot the home-
work and the teachers [didn't] do
anything. Now she never forgets
her books, she never forgets her
homework. She can’t.”

Alberto gor the earliest start in
nontraditional public schools. He
recently finished second grade at
LUCHA—a small autonomous
school that opened two years ago.
The family has been involved with
LUCHA—which means “struggle”
in Spanish and stands for Learning
in an Urban Community With
High Achievement—since the very
beginning, when a founding staff
member who taught Jennifer con-
tacted Cristina.

Cristina doesn't doubr that
Alberto will be better prepared
than her oldest child, who has
struggled at her private high school
despite earning good grades in her
less challenging middle school.
Nevertheless, Cristina expects all of
her children to attend college.

That would be quite an accom-
plishment, considering thar less
than 10 percent of students of
color in the district go to college,
LUCHA teacher Kristin Henny
says. Bue if any family can make it
happen, the Ortiz’s can, she says.

“With Cristina and Alberto
being so focused on finding better
schooling options, I have no
doubt in my mind that Alberto,
Jennifer and Karen will all go to
college and succeed,” she says.
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